
Regional Forecast

  The Mid-Region Council of Governments develops socioeconomic forecasts every 4 years for
the entire four county area of Bernalillo, Sandoval, Torrance and Valencia, as well as southern
Santa Fe County. The forecasts assist planners in determining future transportation needs,
informing local planning and land use policy, and guide the evaluation of land use and
transportation project alternatives. MRCOG’s socioeconomic forecasts are also available to
member governments and planning agencies for their own use.   

  

  Key resources used in the development of MRCOG Forecasts are the Bureau of Business
and Economic Research , 
the U.S. Census Bureau
, and 
the New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions
.   

  

  Other data sources include: locally maintained land use inventories; rural addressing files;
aerial photography; planning and zoning cases; local news; residential and commercial building
permits for new construction; meetings with municipal planners, government officials; school
facilities planners; meetings with major developers in the region; meetings with planning and
consulting firms; public information meetings; approved Comprehensive plans; approved Sector
development plans; approved Area plans; other planning policies; and approved Master Plans.  

  

  The forecast overview and methodology is provided in the &nbsp;2030 Socioeconomic Forecasts by DASZ  769.32 Kb  for the mid-region of New Mexico.
  

  

  This represents a summary of the 2030 socioeconomic forecast for the region. 

   

  Population 
  

  The southwest is becoming an increasingly attractive destination to live, and it is estimated that
since 2000 the MRCOG region has gained over 100,000 people. Construction in the early part
of the decade hit record highs and new developments have sprouted up throughout the region.
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At the same time, the region is responding to the fact that resources are becoming more and
more strained. Alternative water sources are being pursued, the building of new schools has
been placed on a critical path, and congestion management strategies have become central to
transportation planning. Looking ahead to 2030 it is clear just how important it is to plan now for
the growth that is likely to come.   

  

  The MRCOG Region is forecast to grow by just over 327,000 people and top a million people
by 2030.   

  

  Historical and Forecast Population, MRCOG Region   

  

  

  Source: Bureau of Business and Economic Research, U.S. Census Bureau, MRCOG   

  

  The above chart shows how the growth rate of the region compares to total population growth.
It illustrates the growth spurt in the region between 1930 and 1960 when the pace of growth
averaged over 5% annually as the population climbed quickly. Looking toward the future, it
shows that although the population is expected to continue growing steadily in numbers, the
pace of growth is projected to slow over time.   
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  The counties that comprise the MRCOG region will experience growth to varying extents. The
following table shows the estimated population in 2004, and the forecast population for 2030, by
county.   

  

  Forecast Population Change by County   

                Area        2004      2030       # Growth 
     % Change
   
          Bernalillo       602,413       759,000       156,587  
     26.0%
   
          Sandoval       102,462       197,182       94,720 
     92.4% 
   
          Torrance       17,695       27,479       9,784  
     55.3%
   
          Valencia       69,754       128,922       59,168  
     84.8%
   
          So. Santa Fe       9,786       16,889       7,103  
     72.6%
   
          MRCOG Region       802,110       1,129,472        327,362 
     40.8%
   
         

  Source: Bureau of Business and Economic Research, MRCOG   

  

  Bernalillo County will continue to experience the bulk of population growth, capturing almost
half of all new persons. Sandoval County will capture an increasing share with nearly 95,000
new people and a growth of 92% over the forecast period. Valencia County is second only to
Sandoval County in terms of pace of growth, growing by 85% and gaining nearly 60,000 new
people. Torrance County and Southern Santa Fe County, combined, are forecast to add
another 15,000 people to the region.   

  

  The following charts show how the regional share of the population by county are projected to
change over the forecast period.   
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  Forecast Population Distribution by County   

  

  

    

  

  Source: Bureau of Business and Economic Research, MRCOG   

  

  An increasing shift is anticipated over the next several years towards growth in the counties
that surround Bernalillo County, most noticeably to Sandoval and Valencia Counties. By 2030
Bernalillo County will still be home to over 67% of the region’s population, however, this is down
from 75% in 2004.   

  

  The following map shows where population growth is projected to be strongest within the
metropolitan area.   
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  Source:  MRCOG       Population growth is expected to be scattered throughout the region. Some of the moreprominent areas for growth in the metro area are the southwest mesa, the far northeast heights,the Los Lunas area, northwest Albuquerque, and northern Rio Rancho. Much of this growth isspurred by large master planned communities such as Huning Ranch in Los Lunas, the Mesadel Sol area south of the Sunport, the Volcano Heights area at Paseo del Norte and Unser, andthe Mariposa Community at the top of the map. These areas show up most clearly in the mapbecause land availability allows for greater concentrations of new homes. However, there is alsoinfill projects occurring throughout the urban area, particularly in and around downtownAlbuquerque.      Employment 
  

  A glimpse into the future of employment in the MRCOG region reveals a picture of growth. The
population is expected to increase by nearly 300,000 between now and 2030, and naturally,
growth in population serving employment will follow. Specifically, education and health related
jobs are expected to double. Schools will be necessary to serve our expanding communities
and healthcare will be particularly in demand due to not only a growing but an aging population. 
 

  

  Industries that are not dependant on the local population are generally more sporadic in
nature. However, the region is currently enjoying growth in several such sectors. Our Science
Parks are expanding and new ones are being considered, the film industry is gaining
momentum with new production facilities, and several manufacturers such as Tempur-Pedic,
Merillat Cabinets and Tesla Motors are choosing to locate in the region.   

  

  Job growth is expected to continue in the Albuquerque metro area. The table shows MRCOG’s
long range employment projection for the MRCOG region.   
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  Source: Bureau of Business and Economic Research, NM Department of Workforce Solutions,MRCOG        The region had approximately 400,000 jobs in 2004, and the projection is for a net growth ofnearly 160,000 jobs by 2030. All employment sectors will add jobs with the exception ofAgriculture, which is projected to decline slightly due to the conversion of some farm land toresidential development.       The following map shows where employment growth is projected to be strongest within themetropolitan area.       

  Source:  MRCOG       The map shows that north I-25 Corridor is expected to continue to serve as an employmentcenter in the future. The university and hospital districts south east of the Big I continues toattract jobs, and the Mesa del Sol development will emerge as an employment center south ofAlbuquerq Sunport. There are many plans in the works for new jobs to the west of the RioGrande. SunCal Companies has taken ownership of 55,000 acres to the south and west ofPetroglyph National Monument and are planning a large town center located north of I-40 at98th Street. To the west, at Paseo del Volcan, the beginnings of an Industrial Park have takenshape with Tempur-Pedic and Shamrock Foods as its first tenants. To its north lies DoubleEagle II, the site for Eclipse Aviation’s expansion. The Volcano Heights area plans include alarge office campus and town center near Universe and Paseo del Norte. Rio Rancho is in themidst of growing into a new downtown which will house government offices, a sports arena, atleast one major film studio and a UNM Campus. And Rancho Cielo, a proposed community tothe southwest of Los Lunas, has made the development of a large Industrial Park at anexpanded north Belen / I-25 interchange a priority.       If the current climate is an indication of what lies ahead for the region, we are likely to seemany of these plans realized. National accolades for Albuquerque’s metro area include beingdeemed the nation’s hottest housing market by Housing Predictor and among the top places forbusiness and careers by Forbes. Hispanic Magazine ranked Albuquerque as one of the topplaces for Hispanics and Rio Rancho was rated one of the top places to live by MoneyMagazine and CNN/Money. In addition, University Hospital was recently recognized as one ofthe nation’s best hospitals by US News & World Report.       As national migration patterns shift population to the South and West, New Mexico’s MiddleRio Grande Valley is receiving recognition as a desirable destination on the map. The challengefor the future will be to engage the region in a planning process that precedes growth andaddresses preservation of natural resources and the quality of life that make it the attractiveplace that it is today.      Land Use 
  

  MRCOG operates a Land Use Allocation Model (LAM) designed specifically for the Middle Rio
Grande Region by Planning Technologies in 1996. LAM serves as the engine for the
socioeconomic forecast, and is essentially designed to forecast growth based on land use plans
and site suitability measures.   

  

  The major advantage to basing population and employment forecasts on land use is that it
ensures that projected densities are reasonable and appropriate. This avoids the potential for
forecasting excessive development among small areas, and makes certain that forecast
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development is consistent with current and proposed zoning and land use plans for a given
area. It should be understood however that the location of forecast land uses may be
approximate in many cases, and the 2030 forecast should not be used as a forecasting tool for
specific parcels of land.   

  

  The following map is an illustration of the Land Use Forecast for 2030.   

  

  

  Source:  MRCOG, see the PDF version of the &nbsp;2030 Forecast Land Use  2.11 Mb    

  

  Contact:  Kendra Watkins ( kwatkins@mrcog-nm.gov )   
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